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220 Reviews / Historia Mathematica 30 (2003) 217–226Such attention drawn to the context could further show how these new mathematical entities are, as
Flament asserts in his introduction, “not so coldly universal as they may have once appeared” (p. xi),
and that universality itself is intellectually constructed. It does give support to the acceptance of the idea
that knowledge has a network structure and that it interacts with all the dimensions of organization and
meaning. I hope that such a lack is only to be attributed to the present state of research; the preface of
the late Charles Morazé presses the authors to study the transformations of what is considered number,
as “the most astonishing mental revolution of all history” (p. ix), which he associates with capitalism and
its modes of expansion.
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The discovery of the solution of cubic equations during the early 16th century has a complicated,
entangled history. “Cardan’s formula”—called so since Cardano first published it in 1545—was first
discovered by Scipione dal Ferro (about 1515) and rediscovered by Nicolo Tartaglia in 1535. The latter
revealed his method to Cardano under the condition that he would keep the secret for himself, but
Cardano, when he learned of the first discoverer, broke his promise.
Upon Cardano’s publication a violent literary feud arose between Tartaglia and Ferrari, who had found
a method of solving biquadratic equations and defended Cardano. In his publication Quesiti et inventioni
diverse of 1546, Tartaglia presented in literary form his view of past events.
Reviews / Historia Mathematica 30 (2003) 217–226 221Due to the fact that both authors expressed their views in the Italian language of the time, only few
historians of mathematics wrote accounts based on the original sources. In the present publication,
the author briefly summarizes the most important ones, before he surveys the various events that
happened between 1494 (publication of Pacioli’s Summa) and 1554 (2nd Edition of Tartaglia’s Quesiti).
On pp. 11–63, a German translation of the relevant passages from Book IX of the Quesiti, entitled
“Different Exercises and Inventions of Nicolo Tartaglia,” is presented, followed by 10 pages of carefully
prepared mathematical explanations. An autobiographical passage about Tartaglia’s difficult childhood
and a bibliography conclude this publication. It could well be used as a source for a seminar, perhaps
supplemented by Michel Serfati’s lecture “Tartaglia versus Cardan” (in French), published in the series
Philosophie et Mathématiques of the Séminaire de Philosophie et Mathématiques, École Normale
Supérieure, Université Paris XIII, édité par l’IREM Paris-Nord, No. 96 (Séance du 11 mai 1992).
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Riemanns Einführung in die Funktionentheorie. Eine quellenkritische Edition seiner Vorlesungen
mit einer Bibliographie zur Wirkungsgeschichte der Riemannschen Funktionentheorie
By Erwin Neuenschwander. Abhandlungen der Akademie der Wissenschaften in Göttingen. Göttingen
(Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht). 1996. 232 pp.
Bernhard Riemann’s concepts and ideas have been fundamental for mathematics as we know it today.
Among his works the contributions to complex analysis play a prominent role, as, for example, the
“Editor’s Preface” in the third edition of his collected papers points out [Riemann, 1990, pp. 8–19]. From
the winter term 1855/56 to the winter term 1861/62 Riemann gave several lecture courses at Göttingen
in which he presented his theory of functions of a complex variable. Remarkably, however, these lectures
were not published in his Collected Papers [Riemann, 1990], although a number of sets of students’ notes
were available and the lectures had not been published elsewhere. Therefore, an edition of “Riemann’s
Introduction to the Theory of Functions” (as the title of the present book translates) is more than just
welcome, it is a must for the history of the theory of functions of a complex variable.
The present publication contains the following main parts:
(1) an edition of student notes for Riemann’s introductory course on complex analysis, which is mainly
based on the set of notes taken in the summer term 1861 by Ernst Abbe (pp. 19–78);
(2) reproductions of Riemann’s own preparatory notes for the course in the winter term 1856/57 (pp. 85–
130);
(3) a bibliography on the influence of Riemann’s theory of complex functions (pp. 131–232).
